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1       Centre for Global Education (CGE) and      
 Development & Intercultural Education (DICE)

1.1  Centre for Global Education

The Centre for Global Education was established in 1986 to provide education services that enhance 
awareness of international development issues.  Its central remit is to provide learning that enables 
individuals and organisations to address the root causes of poverty, inequality and injustice at local and 
global levels.  The Centre’s resources and training programmes enable learners to understand the cultural, 
economic, social and political influences on our lives that result from our growing interdependence with 
other countries and societies.  They also provide the skills, values, knowledge and understanding necessary 
to facilitate action that will contribute to poverty eradication both locally and globally.

The Centre for Global Education’s main aims are to:

•	 Act as a resource for research and education on global issues;
•	 Support the work of groups and organisations that foster social and economic equality at all levels;
•	 Facilitate networking and co-operation with relevant agencies and groups;
•	 Provide training and resources on development issues;
•	 Encourage the use of development education methodologies to bring about change at a local and 

global level;
•	 Network with partner organisations that share our values and commitment to social justice and 

equality;
•	 Enable action that addresses the root causes of poverty and injustice, locally and globally.

The Centre’s Values are as follows:

•	 Partnerships with individuals and organisations working to create an equal and just world.
•	 Enablement of effective action to challenge global inequality and injustice.
•	 Ensuring our work is informed by the needs and ideas of the global South.
•	 Promoting active learning in all our work.

Contact details

For further information on the Centre for Global Education please contact:

Information Officer
Centre for Global Education
9 University Street
Belfast 
BT7 1FY

Tel:   (0044) 2890 241 879
E-mail:   info@centreforglobaleducation.com
Web Site:  www.centreforglobaleducation.com
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/centreforglobaleducation
Twitter:   https://twitter.com/CGEbelfast
E-bulletin: http://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/ebulletin

http://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/ebulletin
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1.2  Development and Intercultural Education (DICE)

The DICE Project is a national strategic educational initiative since 2003, implemented by four providers of 
initial teacher education at primary level: Dublin City University Institute of Education; Marino Institute of 
Education; Mary Immaculate College; and the Froebel Department in Maynooth University.

The DICE project aims to develop and extend staff capacity and expertise in the four partner institutions and 
embed development education and intercultural education as essential elements of initial teacher education 
at primary level in Ireland. The project works to build the capacity of lecturers and student teachers so that 
teachers graduating will have an understanding of development education and intercultural education 
and will be motivated and equipped with the pedagogic skills and values to teach these topics effectively. 
Through this ongoing work, student teachers are equipped with the knowledge, skills, ideas and capacities 
necessary to integrate development and intercultural education across the primary school curriculum.

We believe that developing global citizenship is achieved most effectively through engaging diversified 
perspectives; building evidence through research, sharing ideas, discussion and debate; and building an 
engaging and inspiring community of practice based on trust and collegiality. We also believe that it should 
be guided by the fundamental values of equality, social justice and sustainable development.

For further information on DICE please contact:

Development and Intercultural Education
Dublin City University (DCU)
DCU Glasnevin Campus
Dublin 9
   
Email: hello@thediceproject.ie
Web: https://thediceproject.ie/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thediceproject/
Twitter: @TheDICE_Project

mailto:hello@thediceproject.ie
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2 Policy and Practice: A Development Education Review

Policy and Practice: A Development Education Review is a bi-annual, peer reviewed, open access journal which 
aims to enhance capacity in the development education (DE) sector locally and internationally by sharing 
good practice, supporting research and strengthening debate in DE.  Over the past 18 years, 36 issues of the 
journal have been published on the journal’s web platform: www.developmenteducationreview.com.  Each 
issue of the journal is constructed around a theme chosen by an Editorial Group which also assists with the 
peer reviewing of articles.  The strategic aims of the journal are to: 

•	 Provide a space for practitioners to critically reflect on their practice; 
•	 Discuss the main challenges faced by development education practitioners; 
•	 Celebrate and promote good practice in development education;
•	 Debate the policy environment in which development education is delivered;
•	 Share new research in development education;
•	 Strengthen links between development education and related adjectival educations such as human 

rights and sustainable development.

In 2022, the Policy and Practice web site received 220,000 unique visitors and 250,000 in total from the 
global North and South.  The top 10 visitor countries to the web site on the basis of pages viewed from 
January to December 2022 were the following:

Countries Number of Pages viewed

USA 149,769

Philippines 89,655

Great Britain 73,686

India 73,097

Canada 38,895

Ireland 26,276

South Africa 12,349

Malaysia 12,000

Germany 11,709

Norway 11,635

http://www.developmenteducationreview.com
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The journal content is disseminated by EBSCO which is a United States-based provider of research databases, 
e-journals, magazine subscriptions, e-books and discovery service to libraries of all kinds. This has supported 
the dissemination of journal content to academic institutions across the world.  The journal has also been 
accepted by Scopus, an abstract and citation database launched in 2004 which covers nearly 36,377 titles 
from approximately 11,678 publishers.  The journal is also a publisher member of the Directory of Open 
Access Journals (DOAJ) which is ‘a community-curated online directory that indexes and provides access to 
high quality, open access, peer-reviewed journals’.  All of these journal directories enhance the promotion 
and dissemination of the journal and ensure its content supports teaching, learning and research.

Journal Citations

One of the qualitative methods used to evaluate the impact of the journal on research and practice involves 
monitoring the number of citations generated by Policy and Practice articles in other books and journals, 
and in articles published by Policy and Practice itself.  The citation database was updated in February 2023 
and showed that a total of 4,225 citations had been generated by journal articles; 394 citations were created 
in Policy and Practice articles and 3,831 in other journals and books.  This total represented an increase of 
549 on 2021.  The citations have appeared in 619 journals and 341 books covering a range of academic 
disciplines and subject areas reflecting the multi-disciplinary nature of the journal’s content.  The research 
on citations also showed that Policy and Practice articles have been cited in 415 theses, dissertations and 
academic papers which reflects the extent to which the journal is supporting new research in higher 
education.  Citations were also found in 111 non-governmental organization publications which suggests 
that Policy and Practice has managed to sustain a strong level of readership in the NGO sector as well as 
academia.  
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3 Aims of the Seminar

The webinar was organised to present and debate the content of Issue 36 of the Centre for Global 
Education’s bi-annual, open access, peer reviewed journal Policy and Practice: A Development Education 
Review.  The theme of this issue was ‘Development Education and Democracy’ which focused on the threat 
to democratic spaces, institutions and freedoms that have attended five decades of neoliberal economics 
across most of the world. It considered the role of development education’s critical thinking skills, 
participative methodologies and action outcomes in supporting grassroots, community-led democracy. 
The aim of this event was to enable three authors published in Issue 36 to present their papers and debate 
the content with development education and higher education practitioners. Each speaker presented their 
articles for fifteen minutes followed by discussion.  The three articles presented at the seminar were:

•	 Ugly Democracy: Towards Epistemic Disobedience in Development Education
Marta da Costa 

•	 Crisis Transformationism and the De-Radicalisation of Development Education in a New Global 
Governance Landscape
Audrey Bryan 

•	 Promoting Democratic Values in Initial Teacher Education: Findings from a Self-Study Action Research 
Project
Brighid Golden

The Speakers were:

Marta da Costa is a lecturer at Manchester Metropolitan University, where she teaches in 
the BA (Hons) Education programme and is a member of the Education and Social Research 
Institute (ESRI).  Marta’s research focuses on decolonial approaches to Global Citizenship 
Education (GCE) and Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) research and practice. 

Audrey Bryan is an Associate Professor of Sociology in the School of Human Development 
at Dublin City University’s Institute of Education.  

Brighid Golden  is a lecturer in global education at Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, 
and a member of the national Development and Intercultural Education (DICE) project 
network.  Brighid is a trained primary school teacher with experience working in Ireland, 
England and India.  Brighid has a Master’s in International Approaches to Education with 
International Development from the University of Birmingham, and a PhD in Education 
from the University of Glasgow which focused on global education within initial teacher 
education.   She also has experience designing and developing teaching resources for 
primary and post-primary settings in relation to human rights.

The recording of the seminar is available at: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1rwCq7J3IQgrVik1i_dDNF7FdPtVauI8l/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-36/ugly-democracy-towards-epistemic-disobedience-development-education
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-36/crisis-transformationism-and-de-radicalisation-development-education-new-global
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-36/crisis-transformationism-and-de-radicalisation-development-education-new-global
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-36/promoting-democratic-values-initial-teacher-education-findings-self-study-action
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-36/promoting-democratic-values-initial-teacher-education-findings-self-study-action
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rwCq7J3IQgrVik1i_dDNF7FdPtVauI8l/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rwCq7J3IQgrVik1i_dDNF7FdPtVauI8l/view?usp=sharing
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7  Seminar Feedback

A total of 16 from 23 participants completed the survey below.  The total of 23 excludes three presenters 
and two co-hosts.  

1.  To what extent did the seminar meet your expectations in enhancing your knowledge 
and understanding of democracy in a development education context?

(Please circle where 1= not at all   5= completely)

Average rating

1  2  3   4.4  5

Comments:
“There was a great deal that stood out. It made me question how much consultation goes on in non-formal 
education as conclusions were general and do not necessarily apply to non-formal education”.

“A good range of papers”.

“The presentations were very much on point, and complementary to each other, presenters were excellent, 
clearly experts from which I learned a lot in a short time.”

“All - good discussion on democracy and the concept in terms of teaching development education”.

“Very refreshing to hear commonality across all speakers on critical thinking root causes neo liberal agenda”.

“Excellent presentations and engaging content”.

2.  How appropriate did you find the content of the seminar?  For example, was the 
content accessible and jargon free or too dense and full of difficult terminology? 

(Please circle where 1=not appropriate at all  5=very appropriate)

Average rating

1  2  3   4.0  5

Comments:
“The information was quite condensed so a bit more time for speakers would have been useful to better grasp 
their content”.

“Presenters were clear. Some challenging or new terms could have been more clearly defined”.

“Very appropriate indeed. It was more or less what I was expecting and hoping for.  Clearly appropriate 
terminology must be used in this context, but I felt it was well explained and accessible”.

“Perfectly appropriate and well-aimed”.
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3.  Please rate the impact of this event on your skills/approach to development education 
and democracy.

(Please circle where 1=no impact at all  5= significant impact)

Average rating

1  2  3.9  4   5

Comments:
“Further consultation within non-formal education/with practitioners.  There is much that was relatable but not 
necessarily practical for those already taking similar approaches.  A forum to discuss/breakout session would be 
beneficial”.

“Yeah, it has made me really think about my approach.  It has confirmed some of the things I have been thinking 
about the current climate in which we work, and opened my eyes to other aspects.  It has made me think more 
about elements I need to include or enhance in my practice”.

4.  How likely are you to apply the learning from the seminar in your own practice?

(Please circle where 1= unlikely   5= very likely)

Average rating

1  2  3  4.1   5

5.  What further support or interventions would you like to see provided by CGE/DICE on 
this topic and/or related topics?

Comments:
“I would like to see more work around how decision makers and key stakeholders like Irish Aid can be engaged in 
conversation around some of the issues brought up today.  I would also like to see broader discussions held in the 
wider DE community, including ITE (Ubuntu etc.)”.

“A look at the western lens that is applied in SPHE, CSPE and well being.  A need to include Global citizenship 
education as part of this conversation.  Addressing the need for intercultural awareness - both teachers and 
students - within this dialogue”.

“Lesson plans to address in schools - or at least a mapping of where to find good ready to use resources”.

“Other type of studies related to the DICE/CGE but in particular related to the Teacher Education systems”.

7  Seminar Feedback
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6.  Please add any further comments or thoughts you have on this session here:

Comments:

“I most enjoyed the presentation of Brighid.  Her presentation sounded most inspiring and promising to me as it 
is directly relevant to practice and policy for CCE”.

“Really enjoyed this session, many thanks”.

“Although the discussion on what we call it GCE or DE is important I think it distracts from the real issue sometimes 
of the fact that education is part of the neo liberal capitalist agenda and GCE/DE or whatever you want to call it 
is still quite surface level within the very system we should be trying to change”.

7  Seminar Feedback
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8   Policy and Practice: A Development Education 
Review Call for Contributors Issue 37

About the Theme: Frontlines of Activism

Centre for Global Education is inviting contributions to Issue 37 of our bi-annual, peer reviewed, open 
access journal Policy and Practice: A Development Education Review on the theme: Frontlines of Activism.   
New research from Comhlamh and Maynooth University suggests that ‘acts of global citizenship’ should be 
‘transgressive, questioning and/or disruptive of existing laws and responsibilities’.  But active citizenship, 
particularly the right to protest, is under threat in England and Wales with the introduction of the Police, 
Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill and the Public Order Bill; legislation which the journalist, George Monbiot, 
argues ‘is carefully criminalising every effective means of protest’.  The human rights organization, Liberty, 
has described this as ‘a democratic crisis in the UK’ and a denial of Article 11 of the Human Rights Act.  Also, 
under attack is trade unions’ right to mount strikes to improve the pay and conditions of their members, 
another fundamental bedrock of democracy used over centuries to secure workplace rights for workers.  
The UK government is threatening to raise the bar even higher for trade unions to engage in industrial 
action which prompted eleven trade unions to take legal action against the Westminster government.

A worrying slide toward authoritarianism is seeing the erosion of civil liberties and human rights across the 
world, including: anti-government protests in Iran sparked by the murder of Kurdish-Iranian woman, Mahsa 
Amini, that have seen 14,000 arrested; the killing of 27 anti-austerity protesters in Sierra Leone by police in 
October 2022 in disputed circumstances; and 358 human rights defenders working on land, environmental 
and indigenous rights were killed in 35 countries in 2021.  At a time of accelerating inequality and global 
heating, our activism has rarely been more urgently needed but this requires that we resist the erosion 
of democratic spaces, either online or on the streets, to secure the capacity for free speech and the 
advancement of human rights in all aspects of our lives.  Activism is particularly central to the practice of 
development education which is premised on Freire’s idea of praxis which combines reflection and action 
to support transformative interventions in reality.   We recall that Freire was a political activist who worked 
with illiterate peasants and workers in Brazil, was imprisoned and subsequently exiled from 1964 to 1980. 
His friend and colleague over a period of fifteen years, Henry Giroux, described Freire as ‘a revolutionary 
whose passion for justice and resistance was matched by his hatred of neoliberal capitalism and loathing for 
authoritarians of all political stripes’. In regard to activism, Giroux argued that ‘Culture and literacy for Freire 
offered people the space to develop new modes of agency, mass resistance, and emotional attachments 
that embraced empowering forms of solidarity’. 

Development educators, equipped with Freire’s critical pedagogy, analysis of social and economic relations, 
and use of culture and literacy have the capacity to create new modes of agency in communion with 
learners.  Issue 37 of Policy and Practice invites contributions from the frontlines of activism that explore 
the extent to which the development education sector is supporting critical enquiry and informed action 
based on its analysis of global issues.  We invite authors engaged in research and practice on activism and 
social change to contribute to the debate on how the sector can enable learners to transform society.  We 
welcome articles that draw upon the activism of individuals and organisations that has offered a portal 
into a better world and can inspire others to follow their lead.  We also invite articles exploring the extent 
to which formal and informal education systems are preparing learners to engage in effective action on 
poverty, sustainability and the environment.  Are schools and educational institutions devoid of action, 
places of preparation for action, or indeed sites of action themselves?

https://developmenteducationreview.com
https://comhlamh.org/blog/emerging-modalities-of-global-solidarity-and-active-global-citizenship-in-ireland-report/
https://bills.parliament.uk/publications/43678/documents/964
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/bills/cbill/58-03/0116/220116.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/oct/19/van-gogh-sunflowers-just-stop-oil-tactics
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/right/right-to-protest/
https://www.tuc.org.uk/news/unions-launch-legal-challenge-against-governments-strike-breaking-agency-worker-regulations
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/13/iran-jails-400-for-up-to-10-years-over-widespread-uprisings
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/government-of-sierra-leone-buries-27-coffins-believed-to-be-the-remains-of-august-10-protesters-against-the-wishes-of-families/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/mar/02/more-human-rights-defenders-murdered-2021-environmental-indigenous-rights-activists
https://infed.org/mobi/paulo-freire-dialogue-praxis-and-education/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2021/09/24/remembering-paulo-freire-as-a-freedom-fighter/
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This issue of Policy and Practice will reflect on development education’s distinctive and rounded view of 
action and social change that includes the following:

•	 Grassroots, bottom-up participation;
•	 Critical consciousness that unveils and challenges the passivity and compliance created by much of the 

media;
•	 Education as a means toward transformative dialogue between teacher and student;
•	 Dialogue and debate rather than didactic transferrals of information;
•	 Community participation rather than individualism;
•	 Transformative action rather than alienating ‘blah’;
•	 Liberation rather than domination.

Among the themes that contributors to Issue 37 could consider are the following:

•	 To what extent is DE supporting activism and citizenship? Authors currently researching activism and 
social change in the context of development education may be interested in sharing their work.

•	 Online activism and the need to democratise online spaces to support debate and active citizenship.
•	 The climate strikes as activism: what are the lessons that can be learned in development education?
•	 Activism as education: how does activism support learning on global issues?
•	 The intersection between activism and formal / informal education: what are the challenges and 

opportunities to supporting learners to engage in activism?  
•	 Examples of activism: how can we draw upon the activism of leading activists past and present to 

support our practice?
•	 Activism as a form of resistance to inequality, injustice and poverty.  Authors are invited to write case 

studies of activism, locally and globally.
•	 What are the lessons on activism and social change that can be learned from the global South, 

including Indigenous, land, environment, human rights and anti-austerity movements on the 
frontlines of resistance and change?

Authors interested in submitting an article to Issue 37 should send a 300-word abstract to journal editor, 
Stephen McCloskey.  Please email: stephen@centreforglobaleducation.com.  

mailto:stephen@centreforglobaleducation.com
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For further information contact: 
Stephen McCloskey 
Editor 
Centre for Global Education 
9 University Street 
Belfast 
BT7 1FY 
 
Tel: (0044) 2890 241879 
E-mail: stephen@centreforglobaleducation.com 
Web: www.centreforglobaleducation.com  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/centreforglobaleducation
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Twitter: @TheDICE_Project
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mailto:stephen@centreforglobaleducation.com
http://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/
http://www.facebook.com/centreforglobaleducation
mailto:hello@thediceproject.ie
http://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/ebulletin
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The Centre for Global Education (CGE) is a development non-governmental 
organisation that provides education services to increase awareness of international 
development issues.  Its central remit is to promote education that challenges the 
underlying causes of poverty and inequality in the developing world and effect 
action toward social and economic justice.

The Centre equips individuals and organisations to understand the cultural, 
economic, social and political influences on our lives that result from our growing 
interdependence with other countries and societies.  It also provides learners with 
the skills, values, knowledge and understanding necessary to facilitate action that 
will contribute to poverty eradication both locally and globally.

Centre for Global Education
9 University Street
Belfast
BT7 1FY

Tel:   (0044) 2890 241 879
E-mail:   info@centreforglobaleducation.com
Web Site:  www.centreforglobaleducation.com
Facebook: http://facebook.com/centreforglobaleducation
Twitter:  @CGEbelfast
Subscribe to our E-Bulletin: www.centreforglobaleducation.com/ebulletin


